
              

When Michelle, Trinity, Lucas, Iris and I came to        
Hanford some four years ago we got to Hanford on 
June 28. I had preached the last Sunday of June in our 
former congregations, and then we began our two 
car, five person, and one cat journey from South to 

Central California. We crossed San Gabriel Mountains and the Tejon pass, 
getting into San Joaquin Valley. From there we headed north, driving 
along the 99 freeway to 198 west.  

Most of the time we do not really know where we are headed. We have 
our hopes, plans and intentions. We are not passively waiting for others 
to decide our future. But whatever it is that our minds and hearts have 
pictured as the future, what is waiting for us is always richer, deeper, 
fuller, more mysterious and wonderful than anything we could have 
planned (more frustrating, too, at times!).  

We knew the roads we were going to take. We knew the address to which 
we were headed. We even knew some of the people who were already 
here. But we had no idea where we were going – not really. Some of you 
helped welcome us into the life of this church family way back then. Some 
of you have come along since. And God has found a way to bring us all   
together into something we could never have expected. Beginning         
together this New Year (fifth year), and looking forward to new              
discoveries, new relationships, I want to say again how grateful I am for 
the privilege of serving with you. Thank you for the opportunity to live 
and work together. With your encouragement and care, I know there is so 
much more to come. 

Thank you for allowing me to share. And I welcome your prayers and help as I 
continue in ministry with you in First UMC of Hanford!  

        Be a Channel of God’s Grace!     Pastor Pablo  

Mission & Vision 
Statement 

We are a congregation 

united in God’s love that 

seeks to live as Jesus lived. 

Sharing the message of 

Christ through community, 

compassion and faith.  

Committed people  

worshiping God, growing 

as disciples, and serving 

others through the gifts 

God has given us.  

 

We seek to do this by   

connecting people to God, 

connecting people to    

people, and  

connecting people to  

service.  

 

Happy 4th of July 
 



 

Sunday School 

We continue to have in-person Sunday school each Sunday morning during the 9:30 AM service.  

Sunday School start at 9 am and we go over the Scripture for the day’s Worship Service. During church we 

do craft and try to tie it into the day’s scripture. We were busy making Mother’s Day gift and we are starting 

on Father’s Day gifts. The children are a delight to work with and Lily has been a great helper.             

(Carole Hester) 

 

 

“How I Grew up in the Church” 

By Jim Gregory 

 

Proverbs 1:8-9 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction; don’t neglect 

your mother’s teaching; for they are a graceful wreath on your head, and beads for your neck.  

November 1 is All Saints Day, a sometimes-overlooked holy day in United Methodist congregations. Methodists    

observe All Saints’ Day, in which the deceased family members and members of a local congregation are honored 

and remembered. When I think of saints, I think of my mother. 

When I was young, my mother would faithfully, every week, get us ready and take us to Sunday  School and church 

at the Laton Methodist Church. I attended and remained active through my elementary and high school years at  

Laton. Mom would have a Sunday School lesson for us when we were at the family cabin on Sundays. I did not      

participate in church, although I had moral convictions about my faith in college and early adulthood. I went to what 

is sometimes referred to as “the black hole,” referring to religions participation. As I was about to be married, I knew 

that … I wanted to raise my family in a church, following the example like my mother, like I did as a youth. That     

decision prompted me to transfer my membership from Laton UMC to Hanford UMC, and I have had joy in being 

part of the Hanford UM church family ever since. 



Women’s Coffee Group 

The ladies of the church are enjoying our monthly get together for coffee At McDonalds on Grangeville at 
9:30.  We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month. We meet, buy food and/or drink and talk about 
what’s going on in our lives. We usually have around 8 ladies show up. It is a time to just talk and ask how 
everyone’s doing.   (Carole Hester) 

Small Group 

The Small-Groups Ministry Team wants to help everyone at FUMC find and be a part of a small group. We 
believe small groups are the key to connecting in a biblical way with other members at FUMC. A small 
group provides healthy fellowship in a community marked by Christian love and oneness. Small groups can 
help you to "grow up" as a Disciple of Christ, including helping you discover and learn to use your spiritual 
gifts.  
 
What is a small group? 
A small group is an intentional, interactive, Christ-centered gathering where people share life     together. 
The essential elements of a small group are a Christ-centered discussion with prayer, interaction, account-
ability, and confidentiality.  

For more information, questions, please contact Pastor Pablo 

 

Food Distribution 

First United Methodist Church of Hanford Food Distribution, in partnership with KCAO (Kings Community 

Action Organization), has been serving the Hanford Community since las December by providing free food 

to individuals and families in need. Currently, food is shared pre-filled boxes and 

bags. The Food Distribution provides nutritious shelf stable foods. We are serving 

50 to 80 households a month. The food distribution is 

always held on the third Tuesday of the month @ 9am 

to 11am. 

 

If your family is in need of food, please call our church 

on Mondays, Wednesday and Fridays, 10am - 1pm.  We will ask for your name 

and how many people are in your family.   We will tell you when to come by and 

pick up your food.   Families are allowed to come one time per month to get 

food.  

Continued... 

Wednesday morning Men’s group 

We meet every Wednesday morning that is not Christmas Day at 8 AM and respect each other’s schedules 
well enough to usually have our closing prayer about 9 AM.  
So, if you read your email at least weekly, and you would like to be added to the reminder list, just send me 
a message: dpbeeman@yahoo.com     I expect that it will turn into an invitation!   -David Beeman 



                       

In addition to the Food Distribution on the third Tuesday of every 
month, First UMC of Hanford distributes healthy lunches and hygiene 
supplies to the unsheltered and other individuals in need around Han-
ford.  

Volunteering your time to help bag, welcome people at the front table,  
etc. would also be greatly appreciated. No special skills are required - 

we are  happy to guide anyone who is willing to lend a hand! 

Laundry Love 

Heeding God’s call 

I appreciate volunteers.  They are what puts both the love and the washing into Laundry Love.  I want to 
especially thank two volunteers who came out for the June Laundry Love event, but then found they could-
n’t stay long because of the heat. The point isn’t that the heat got them.  Nor is the point that they tried to 
do something that was too much for them.  The point IS that they volunteered. So, thank you , Roy Randles 
and Sue Hensel.  
 
I know both Sue and Roy came to help because they have been Laundry Love volunteers many times.  That 
means not only have they learned the steps of doing laundry at a laundrymat, but more to the point they 
have felt in their hearts that this ministry is making a difference. Like the need to eat, the need to get 
cleaned up never goes away.  We will keep doing this, and we will welcome new volunteers.  

More than clean clothes 

We served the same number of people in June as we did in May.  Fourteen is much less than we were serv-
ing before the pandemic restrictions kept everyone home. But fourteen is a number that allows for much 
more conversation, and finding out about people’s lives.  One person I talked to, well, mostly listened to, 
wanted to talk about his portable house and about what he had recently done with it, and his next planned 
improvement. Another wanted to talk about an experience he had the day before  that had disturbed him. 
Some of our other volunteers found ways to help with other immediate needs of the people coming for 
Laundry Love.  All this happened because we had fewer people all at once, and so had more time to  listen 
to people. I didn’t get to talk with my friends from church who were volunteering that night very much, but 
still, I really enjoyed our June Laundry Love event.                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                               by David Beeman                                                                                                                             

 
Third Thursday of every month ( July 21) Star Laundry - near Big Lots  136 S. 11th Avenue 

  
 

Jefferson School 
 
At First UMC of Hanford, loving our neighbor is a key formational belief. It is time, the people of First 
UMC turn our love outward, serving teachers and students and their families of Jefferson School. We are 
stepping up in a variety of ways. We will provide an Appreciation and Welcome Bag to Teachers and Staff. 
And letting teachers and staff know that they are held in prayer and they are loved. Working together with 
the Jefferson School staff and families, we will be able to offer support in many different ways that greatly 
will benefits both the students, their families and the school.  Continued... 
 



 Here are some of the things we will do to support Jefferson School:  
 Teachers & Staff Appreciation and Welcome Bags                                  

 Support students with emotional fidgets toys 

 Books for emotional support 

 Drum classes by the Spring season 

 Provide school supplies, BUT be careful that what is provided is what is REALLY needed. 
 Emergency food or hygiene supplies for families in urgent need. 

 Provide support for students who experience a hardship family illness or death. This can be                        
 anything from flowers to food for a family meal.    And more…. 
 

Above all, be open to God's Guidance. We have been called to lead to help at our school in 
ways that we would never dream!      Pastor Pablo 
 

TRUSTEES CORNER  

Buildings and Grounds Committee 
Report 
 
1 Waiting for San Joaquin Pest Control to give a quote 
on tarping and fumigating the sanctuary building 
for termites. 
2 Waiting for SignWorks to give a quote on replacing 
the LED lights on the cross. Work may be done while 
the lift is on site, for the termite fumigation tarping. 
3 Rudy quoted $2,700 to steam clean, possibly with a 
chlorine additive, the mold on the north side of the 
tower, while the lift is on-site. 
4 Rudy quoted $1,500 to strengthen the ladder inside 
the tower. Would like to get a second quote. 
5 Waiting for Marvin Armstrong, architect/draftsman, 
to meet and make a drawing of the improvements 
to Founders Hall kitchen and bathrooms. 
6 Received a quote from Blinds, Etc. for $1,459 to re-
place the window blinds in the 16 windows in the 
four upstairs Boy Scout rooms. The existing mini-
blinds in the upstairs rooms have been tossed or 
need to be replaced. 
7 A portion of the popcorn ceiling has fallen in the 
NW upstairs Boy Scout classroom. Apparently from a 
water leak from a storm this past winter. Suggest we 
do an insurance claim. It would probably be a 
$1,000 insurance deductible to file a claim.    
June 22 Jim Gregory 
 
There are  more  things on the report. If you are inter-
ested reach out to Jim Gregory or Bob Junell 

Finance  

Update 

The General Fund Budget 

which provides for the basic 

operations of our church is where most of our offer-

ings go.  The budget for 2022 is $158,519.  The 

monthly amount needed to support the budget is 

$13,210.  

As of May 31, the average income per month has 

been $10,932. The average expenses have been 

$12,232 leaving a deficit in our General Fund of 

$11,444 in the first five months.   

The budget primarily provides for the pastor, the 

custodian, musician, insurance, utilities and our 

tithe to the Annual Conference. We have cut the 

budget in recent years by eliminating the church 

secretary and gardener positions and relying on vol-

unteers.  Most of our larger maintenance and pro-

gram efforts are paid from special gifts from past 

and current members. 

For a detailed copy of the budget, call or email the 

office and one will be sent to you.   Please pray for 

our church’s financial situation and your role in 

keeping us current on our obligations so we can 

move with confidence into the future. 

Any Question reach our to Peggy Gregory 



Prayer Garden 

 

THE PEDEN MEMORIAL GARDEN AND THE PASSING OF THE TROWEL 

After many long years of service to FUMC Hanford and long hours toiling 
in his memorial garden, Bob Peden has decided to “hang up his trowel”. 
The years have caught up to Bob and he began to feel the need to find 
someone to take over. 
 
Ron King and Steve Noel, both have a real love of plants and really all 
things growing. Ron graduated from Cal Poly (SLO) with a degree in horticulture and plant science. Ron 
worked for many years in the nursery industry before going back to school, he may be familiar to some of 
you from his many years managing WK Nursery in Lemoore. After graduation Ron spent over 30 years teach-
ing at Lemoore High School in subjects ranging from landscape design and ornamental horticulture to AUTO-
CAD (computer programming for landscape design) 
 
Steve is just a bay area hippy child of the ‘70s, which for those of you who don’t know was the heyday of in-
door plant growing. He had so many plants in his apartment (many salvaged as nearly dead from various 
dumpsters, he just couldn’t let them die!) it’s pretty sure they produced enough oxygen to decrease his car-
bon footprint, and that was way before most people knew of such things. Bob, and members of his family 
were very happy to hear that Ron and Steve would be willing to take over the gardens’ care. 
 
Ron and Steve would love to hear from you about plants or features you would like to see in the gardens. Al-
ready some hardy succulents have been planted in a problematic bed and we would love to see more of your 
suggestions and cuttings, there is plenty of room for more additions. The guys will be around FUMC Hanford 
most every Friday morning thru the summer and would love to hear from you. It is possible that other me-
morial stones could be placed in the future, in addition to the Peden’s’ existing stones.            By Steve Noel 
 

                  

The Importance of Prayer 
 
From an early age, we’re taught the importance of praying. As children, we proudly recited a few short pray-
ers we were taught at home or at Sunday school. As we grew older, our prayer life evolved from memorizing 
easy prayers to having heartfelt conversations with God. There are so many reasons why we need to pray, 
but the most important reason is to open the doors to a relationship with God. Just as it’s important to com-
municate and spend time with loved ones, it’s just as important to foster our relationship with God. 

Pastor Pablo 



2022 174 Annual Conference  

Session  

 California- Nevada Conference 

The annual conference is the basic body in The United Methodist Church and sessions of the annual confer-

ence have historically been a time for the people called Methodists to gather, give account to God of the 

work they have done and their stewardship of the resources God has given them since they last met.  The 

Annual Conference session will consider legislation, recognize retiring clergy, celebrate a Memorial service to 

honor clergy and clergy spouses that have passed during the previous year, and fix the appointments of pas-

tors to the various charges.  

 Annual conferences are geographically defined and each year, across the denomination, the clergy members 

of the conference meet with at least an equal number of lay members in their annual conference session for 

worship, fellowship, and to conduct the business of the conference. The area bishop presides over these 

meetings.                                 https://www.cnumc.org/eventdetail/13134569 

For more information  about 174 Annual Conference Session of California- Nevada Conference go to 

www.cnumc.org and click on  ACS 2022: Reports, articles and more archived on conference website. 

If you need help reach out to Pastor Pablo 

Guidelines for Greeters: Greeters are our front line ministers of welcome. Greeters usually provide the 

first official point of contact with the congregation. Your role as a greeter is critically important to set the 
tone of welcoming in the congregation. As you serve in this ministry, keep these guidelines in mind. 
 
Before you arrive  
1. Please take some time for prayer and devotions preparing yourself for serving.  2. Please arrive at least by 

8:45 am for the 9:30 am service.  3. If you are unable to greet, please first try to find a replacement. If 
unable to find a replacement, then contact the church office before Friday at 1 p.m.  

  
Remember To 
 Welcome each person who enters the worship area. 

 Identify newcomers, ask their names, quickly answer their questions, and introduce them to an usher. 
 Leave the doorway to assist people when necessary. 

 Smile; these are always appropriate greetings that say "welcome." 

 
Try to Avoid 
 Getting caught up in lengthy conversations with people. 

 Interrogating newcomers or keeping them too long at the doors, especially if your conversation keeps 
others outside. 
 Leaving people hanging while waiting for an answer or assistance with a problem. 

 Kissing and hugging; some people (regulars and newcomers alike) feel awkward about being touched in 
such a personal way by an acquaintance. (Remember Covid 19 still with us)  

 Leaving your assignment unattended, especially close to the start of worship when newcomers are likely 
to arrive. 

https://www.cnumc.org/newsdetails/acs-2022-icymi-watch-the-live-stream-recordings-16540030


Structure  

Ministry Support Team 
 
The Ministry Support Team provide  
administrative support to the ministries of 
our church.  
These individuals will meet the disciplinary  
requirements of Staff Parish relations  
Committee, Finance, and Trustees.  
 
MST Leadership 
 
Steve Noel (Chair of MST) 
David Beeman  (Chair of SPRC) 
Margaret Gregory (Chair of Finance) 
Robert Junell (Chair of Trustee) 
Diana Boone 
Patricia Ferrell 
Jeanette Keith 
Felizer Fine-Beland    
Monica Kuhl 
Pablo Róvere - Pastor 

 
 

Outreach/Nurture Team  

The ON Team is tasked to give attention to the local 

and larger community ministries of compassion, justice 

and advocacy. Helps plan and coordinate the various 

ministries of our church is involved. 

Areas of Ministry: Community Outreach and  
Mission - Evangelism - Worship- Christian Education -  
Discipleship - Care of Each Other - Social and Special 
Events - Communication, External and Internal 
 
ON Team 
 
Margaret Gregory  (Coordinator) 
Carole Hester  (Christian Education- Women’s Bible Study) 

Steve Noel (Worship - Small Group) 

Mary Jane  (Food Distribution - Jefferson School) 
David Beeman  (Laundry Love- Men’s Bible Study) 
Jan Franke  (Worship - Small Group) 
James Gregory (Blood Drive - Bible Study) 
Pablo Róvere - Pastor 
  

Any suggestion or ideas for ministry, share the it with our 
ON Team leadership. 

 Committee on Lay Leadership 
 
The charge of the Committee on Lay Leadership 
is to identify, develop, evaluate,  

and monitor the Christian spiritual leadership 
for the local congregation.  

 

2022 

Pastor Pablo Róvere 
Carol Hester 

Karen Shoemaker 
Delfa Randles 

Felizer Fine-Beland 
 

Undesignated Gifts Committee 2022                     
 
Patricia Ferrell 
Robert Junell 
Margaret Gregory 
 
Lay Leader: Patricia Ferrell 
 
Lay Member of Annual Conference:  Patricia Ferrell, 
(Alternate – Jan Franke) 
 
Treasurer:  Margaret Gregory 
 
Financial Secretary:  Susan Hensel 
 
Church Historian: James Gregory 



Karen Shoemaker - 15th 

Peggy Gregory- 18th 

Lucas Róvere- 20th 

Doug True - 25th 

 

 

Upcoming Events  

July 3rd: Pastor Pablo Celebrates the beginning of his 5th year as 
your Pastor 

July 4th: Independence Day 

July 12th:  ON Team (outreach/ Nurture Team) meeting - 6:30pmJ 

July 16thWorshop "Unclobbering Christian Scripture the Jesus 
way"  Wesley UMC, Fresno 9am to Noon 

July 18th : Jefferson Task Force 10 am 

July 19th: Food Distribution - 9am to 11am 

June 21st: Laundry Love - 3pm to 7pm 

July 26th: Women’s Coffee Group 9:30 am 

(At McDonalds on Grangeville)  

July 26th : Jefferson Task Force 10 am 

July 27th to August 2nd Pastor Pablo and family  

will be on Vacation 

July 28th : MST (Ministry Support Team) meeting - 6pm 

July 31st: 8th Sunday after Pentecost  

Jan Franke will bring the Message 

 

Every Wednesday at 8am Men’s Bible Study (Mary Lane Hall) 

 

Fellowship - Coffee Hour  

July 3rd: Peggy & Jim 

July 10th: Polly & Bob 

July 17th: Rose 

July 24th:Steve 

July 31st :__________  

      Greeters 

July 3rd: Rose 

July 10th: ___________ 

July 17th: ___________ 

July 24th:___________ 

July 31st:___________  

 

Let us know if you want to sign 

up for Coffee hour or to be a 

Greeter. Please sign up on the 

Bulleting board or Call the 

Office. 559- 584-4075.  

I  (Carole) would like to start a   

Women Bible Study on  

Monday evenings at 6pm in  

Mary Lane Hall. 

Time and Day negotiable.  

        This would be in September and we will Study  

 
 
 
 

Jim & Peggy Gregory 
July 16th  

 
Jake & Mary Jane Gozun 

July 18th  
 

David & Vicky Beeman 
July 30th  



Amazon Smile  

If you are already shopping on Amazon, you can sup-
port First UMC. Using Amazon Smile will donate a 
portion of your purchase to our church! All you need 
to do is go to smile.amazon.com and select that you 
are supporting Hanford United Methodist Church.  

Amazon will donate to our church with 
every purchase.  WOW! 

Workshop "UNCLOBBERING CHRISTIAN SCRIPTURE THE JESUS WAY"   

Dr. Rev. Mary Maaga will facilitate a workshop discussion with us on Saturday, July 16, 
2022, 9:00 am - noon in John Wesley Hall (the sanctuary,) with breakfast provided.   

We will debunk the "clobbering" passages in the Bible often used to hurt and exclude 
LGBTQ+ siblings.  You won't want to miss it, and please bring a friend.   

Definition of clobber: clobber verb; clobbered; clobbering\ ˈklä-b(ə-)riŋ  \ 1: to pound 
mercilessly also : to hit with force clobber a home run 2a: to defeat overwhelmingly b: to have a strongly 

negative impact on businesses clobbered by the recession c: to criticize harshly. (Merriam-Webster)  

Where? 
Wesley United Methodist Church 

1343 East Barstow Avenue, Fresno CA 93710 

Jefferson School Supplies for Teachers and 
Staff Appreciation and Welcome Bag’s list 

 
1. Tums (roll) 

2. Gum 
3. Kleenex tissues (box) 

4. Sanitizing Wipes 
5. Toothpicks 

6. Money donations for supplies 
Due by July 17th 

(Make checks to FUMC/ on memo put Jefferson) 
  

Thank you from Jefferson Task Force 


