
              

“Jesus is ready, Are We?”  
“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven 

and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded 

you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”  

(Matthew 28:18-20)  

My siblings in Christ we already know our mission (see above scripture). Our 

goal, as Christ Followers, is to realize the “how” we, as a church, are being 

uniquely shaped to accomplish that mission.  

I am calling  you, the whole church, to be involved in wondering and praying 

about how God is calling us to engage our community to share God’s Good 

News. To help you, I am sharing some questions to help you steer your prayerful 

visioning process:  

How do you see yourself? How does God see you? What is the difference?  

What does God want each human to know about themselves, about their       

future, about God?  

What unique gifts, talents, personality, experiences of yours could you share to 

help with the mission?  

What unique gifts, talents, personality, experiences of the church’s could we 

share to help with the mission?  

What are First UMC’s most cherished values? How does our Mission and vision 

speak to those values? Does our New Mission inspire us?  

Will it make sense to first time church goers? Where is this Mission taking us in 

the next 2, 5, 10 years?  What will indicate to us that we are on that path?  

I hope this helps you in your visioning process. I look forward to hearing where 

these questions take you, and seeing where our Mission & Vision Statement 

takes us!          Be a Channel of God’s Grace!     Pastor Pablo  

We are a congregation 

united in God’s love that 

seeks to live as Jesus lived. 

Sharing the message of 

Christ through community, 

compassion and faith.  

Committed people  

worshiping God, growing 

as disciples, and serving 

others through the gifts 

God has given us.  

 

We seek to do this by   

connecting people to God, 

connecting people to    

people, and  

connecting people to  

service.  



 

 Father’s Day 

Contrary to popular misconception, Father’s Day was not created by the card companies as a ploy to sell 

greeting cards. It was also not conceived as a celebration of the ideal of the nuclear family. In fact, its ori-

gins were inspired by a single father: Henry Jackson Smart whose wife died while  giving birth to their 

sixth child leaving Mr. Smart to raise six children including a newborn on his own in rural Washington 

State. 

Years later his daughter, Sonora Smart Doddy, was inspired while listening to a Mother’s Day    sermon to 

begin a day in honor of Fathers. Her father exemplified to her the kind of self-sacrifice and love that 

should be honored. She originally wanted it celebrated on the first Sunday 

in June since Mr. Smart was born in June; however, the Spokane City 

Council couldn’t get the resolution through the first reading until the third 

Sunday in June. So, the first Father’s Day was June 19th, 1910. 

From there the idea caught on. In 1924 President Calvin Coolidge support-

ed the idea of a national Father’s Day. Finally in 1966 President Lyndon 

Johnson signed a presidential proclamation        declaring the 3rd Sunday 

of June as Father’s Day. Let us remember the origins of Father’s Day - a 

single father raising six children on his own - and celebrate the self-

sacrificial love of fathers of all kinds everywhere. 

Ministry Moment 
 

Sunday School 

We continue to have in-person Sunday school each Sunday morning during the 9:30 AM service.  

Sunday School start at 9 am and we go over the Scripture for the day’s Worship Service. During church we 

do craft and try to tie it into the day’s scripture. We were busy making Mother’s Day gift and we are starting 

on Father’s Day gifts. The children are a delight to work with and Lily has been a great helper.             

(Carole Hester) 

 

Abby Benton  and Lucas Róvere-  Graduated from Elementary 

Congratulations 

Iris Róvere - going from 1st to 2nd Grade 

George Benton - going from 2nd to Third Grade 

Pearl Benton - going from 3rd to 4th Grade 



Women’s Coffee Group 

The ladies of the church are enjoying our monthly get together for coffee At McDonalds on Grangeville at 
9:30.  We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month. We meet, buy food and/or drink and talk about 
what’s going on in our lives. We usually have around 8 ladies show up. It is a time to just talk and ask how 
everyone’s doing.   (Carole Hester) 

Small Group 

“Friends in Christ” is a Small Group at First United Methodist Church of Hanford that began more than 2 

years ago.  We are about connection, fellowship, and Spiritual growth.  We meet once per week for 1 hour 

on Zoom.  In a typical gathering, we check-in with each other and support each in matters of concern, tri-

als, and joys.  We discuss scripture and theology, or other points of interest and we pray.  We are not pure-

ly social, nor a Bible Study group.  We are a Christ led intimate relaxed community of 6 where everything is 

held in confidence as we journey together on our path of faith. (Jan Franke) 

The Small-Groups Ministry Team wants to help everyone at FUMC find and be a part of a small group. We 
believe small groups are the key to connecting in a biblical way with other members at FUMC. A small 
group provides healthy fellowship in a community marked by Christian love and oneness. Small groups can 
help you to "grow up" as a Disciple of Christ, including helping you discover and learn to use your spiritual 
gifts.  
 
What is a small group? 
A small group is an intentional, interactive, Christ-centered gathering where people share life      together. 
The essential elements of a small group are a Christ-centered discussion with prayer, interaction, account-
ability, and confidentiality.  
 

 For more information, questions, please contact Pastor Pablo 

Wednesday morning Men’s group 

 
I finally noticed that I have been blessed every week by participating in this group.  The other men bring a 
diversity of backgrounds for understanding our Christian faith.  Some find new writings and some call on 
past teachings they remember. This group was started a few years ago by Bob Peden.  We have read and 
discussed books of the Bible, books about the Bible and right now are reading about the Exodus from 
Egypt. 
 
We meet every Wednesday morning that is not Christmas Day at 8 AM and respect each other’s schedules 
well enough to usually have our closing prayer about 9 AM.  
 
During the lockdown for the pandemic we tried meeting outside in the prayer garden, but it was cold at 8 
AM that part of the year.   It was during that process they asked me to send a reminder e-mail message to 
be sure the group was actually meeting that week.  When we got back to being regular, I asked if they still 
needed the reminder.  They said definitely yes. 
 
So, if you read your email at least weekly, and you would like to be added to the reminder list, just send me 
a message: dpbeeman@yahoo.com     I expect that it will turn into an invitation!   -David Beeman 



Confirmation 

We are excited to be having a confirmation class this year! We started Confirmation class  on April and will 
continue meeting through July. I am hopeful and am certain that Holy Spirit will show up this year and will 
work in the hearts of youth to transform and change their life.   
 
Confirmation is a continuation of the grace we received at our baptism. God is at work in our youth’s life and 
we hope that you see that! In Confirmation, our youth are be surrounded by people that love them. This web 
of people, parents, and church leaders, are here to love and care for them and help them grow in their faith 
that they may be faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.  
 
Confirmation is not the beginning or the end of the faith journey. Confirmation is about making  disciples. It is 
that simple and that challenging. Confirmation are led by Pastor Pablo, Jan Franke and David Beeman. Thank 
you for your heart on teaching, helping, and your  heart to be around young people. 

Blessings on this journey,             Pastor Pablo 

           Mission Moment 

                               Food Distribution 

 

Every third Tuesday of the month, our First UMC of Hanford Agape Minis-
try, in partnership with Kings Community Action Organization, provides 
food items to households experiencing food insecurity. We started our 
food distribution last November 16, 2021, where we served 51 families and 
had 20 volunteers. Since then we have noticed an increase in the number 
of people coming to our site. Eighty-one people came to our 6th food dis-
tribution last May 17. I am so thankful for everyone who is a part of this 
ministry and inspired by our volunteers, who come every month to 
help.  We also have people from the Family Healthcare Network who regu-
larly come to provide information about their services. While things may 
seem to be getting back to normal two years into the pandemic, a rise in 
everyday essentials like food, gas, and rent puts pressure on many families’ 
budgets. I had the chance to talk to some neighbors when loading their 
food boxes in their trunks, and they mentioned how they appreciated and 
grateful they were for our outreach program. I saw how much this food 
distribution was needed when we had to turn away people because we ran 
out of food. Let us love and care for our neighbors as God loves and care 

for us. May we be His hands and feet in our community. We want to invite everyone to join our upcoming 
Food Distribution on June 21st, 9 am to 11 am. Volunteers are requested to come at 8 am. And for those who 
are interested but haven't signed up yet, volunteers are always needed and welcomed.     

(Mary Jane Gozun) 
 



                                                                        Laundry Love 

Three Laundry Love events have been held this year: March 17, April 21 and May 19. 
 
We are not trying to be confusing; it is always held on the third Thursday of the month. 
 
In March, we had thirteen people sign in.  Although we have set limits, that day each person got as many 
loads washed and dried as they needed. 
In April, nineteen people signed in, and 17 got some part of their laundry done.  For example, a group was 
there from Samuel’s House doing their laundry, so we helped some of them with drying.  They blessed us 
by giving us two laundromat cards when they were done! 
In May, fifteen people signed in.  One just left, expecting to return, but he didn’t. Three wanted a wash, 
but chose to accept clean plastic bags to take their clean, wet laundry with them.  And one left part of her 
laundry behind, in a dryer, unstarted. So we have adventures in helping people.  Everybody’s situation is a 
bit different, keeping it inter sting.  These numbers are much lower than before the pandemic, so our vol-
unteers have had time to sit down and visit the customers and each other. 
 
Laundry Love runs from 3 to 7 PM.  And it needs more than four hours in order to set up and wind 
down.  Even four hours can be hard for volunteers after a full day, so we split the commitment up, and ask 
for two-and-a-half hours on an early shift OR two-and-a-half hours on a late shift.  Early shift volunteers 
come about two thirty and get set up and pray, then leave about 5 PM.   
Late shift volunteers come about 5 PM and stay until the wash loads are all into dryers and we are packed 
up.  That usually goes to about 7:30. 
What has made this re-opening easy was that our volunteers were all well trained on the various parts of 
Laundry Love as organized by Peggy Gregory, and she saved all the forms and materials to use. I did not 
know how to do a load of laundry before getting involved with this, but now I look forward to it every 
month!    -David Beeman 

 

Blood Drive 

We had our first a Blood Drive at our church on Wednesday, May 4th.  

We partner with Central California Blood Center. It was a success. When we give 

blood, we are offering apart of our lives to save the life of some-one else. 

Whether you have donated before or have never donated, please consider it.  

It is simple and safe. It helps so many people.  Thank you to each and every one 

of you who gave this precious gift.  

Next Blood Drive will be announce soon! 

General Conference Postponed Again 

Every 4 years the General Conference of the United Methodist Church, which is the world wide gathering of United 
Methodists from all over the world, meets. It was scheduled to meet in the Fall of this year 2022, but had to be post-
poned once again until 2024. “We engaged in a fair, thorough, integrity-filled discussion of the alternatives," said Kim 
Simpson, chairperson of the Commission on the General Conference, in a press statement. 

Continued... 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/general-conference-further-postponed-to-2024


“The visa issue is a reality that is simply outside our control as we seek to achieve a reasonable threshold of dele-

gate presence and participation. Ultimately our decision reflects the hope that 2024 will afford greater opportunity 

for global travel and a higher degree of protection for the health and safety of delegates and attendees.”  

Any decision about the future of the United Methodist Church as a denomination would not be made until that 

meeting. Our California-Nevada Annual Conference, which meet every year, will meet this June in Person. Please 

keep these sessions and the church in your prayers.    (UMC Communications) 

Laura Brown - 6th 

Jetta Lenox - 16th 

Jeff Durham - 22nd 

Renee True - 27th 

Dorothy Jensen - 28th 

Amazon Smile  

If you are already shopping on Amazon, you 
can support First UMC. Using Amazon Smile 
will donate a portion of your purchase to 
our church! All you need to do is go to 
smile.amazon.com and select that you are 
supporting First United Methodist Church of 
Hanford.  

We remember, O Lord, all 
those people throughout the 
years who have made the 
supreme sacrifice for our 
country, for liberty, for us. 
Whenever we breathe the air 
of freedom or claim the right 
to justice or enjoy the privi-

lege of worship, fill us with gratitude for those who 
selflessly gave the last full measure of devotion — their 
very lives — for our benefit.  

May these brave men and women now know the joy of 
eternity and your presence. And may the families of the 
fallen receive comfort and peace amid their grief. Help 
us as we minister to their needs. Through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

Upcoming Events  

May 29th: Graduates Recognition - service at 9:30am  

May 30th: Memorial Day 

May: 31st: Scout Awards and Advancement Meeting 7pm 

June 5th: Pentecost and Honoring and recognition of Membership  

service at 9:30am  

June 7th:  ON Team (outreach/ Nurture Team) meeting - 6:30pm 

June 10-13: 174th California-Nevada Annual Conference Session  

(Let Love Be- Romans 12) 

June 16th: Laundry Love - 3pm to 7pm 

June 19th: Father’s Day 

June 23rd: MST (Ministry Support Team) meeting - 6pm 

June 21st: Food Distribution - 9am to 11am 

Fellowship - Coffee Hour  

June 5th: Gregory Family 

June 12th: Steve Noel 

June 19th: Rose Shapley 

June 26th:____________ 

Let us know if you want to sing up 

for Coffee hour. Please sing up on 

the Bulleting board or Call the 

Office. 559- 584-4075.  


