
Luke 12:32-40                                    Have No Fear                                                        08/07/2022 

In today’s gospel passage, Jesus continues to teach us what the Kingdom of God is like, and how 
different that Kingdom’s priorities are from the priorities we set as sinful human beings.  

Jesus says, “Stop it.  Stop being afraid.” 

We live in a world that runs on fear. We fear what we cannot see, what we do not know. As 
individuals, we fear losing control of our lives, making ourselves vulnerable to someone else. We 
fear getting hurt. We fear what others might think of us.  

We may try to escape our fear by ignoring it, or by building elaborate fantasies to hide from it. 
None of these things will take away our fear. 

Yet Jesus says, “Stop being afraid. Your Father in Heaven knows what you need.” In fact, it gives 
God pleasure to give you what you need. 

In ancient Rome, gifts were given to create a sense of obligation for repayment. It was the way 
one climbed the social ladder – making sure others were in your debt and owed you favors. 

But in Kingdom Economy, God lavishly gives away his entire Kingdom to us, and when we, in turn, 
give without expecting anything in return, we participate in that Kingdom and receive even more 
from God. More love, more joy, more peace, more patience, more kindness, more generosity, 
more faithfulness, more self-control, more, more, more.  

Your treasure is the Kingdom of God, which he has already decided it is his pleasure to give you. 
The Gospel invites us to put first things first. The Gospel of Matthew says, “seek first the Kingdom 
of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added unto you” (Matthew 6:33). 

Because it was God’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom in the first place. Have you ever 
thought much about what gives God pleasure?  

What gifts or talents do you possess, that can be put to use for the benefit of the Kingdom of God? 
What do you do that gives God pleasure? 

The Kingdom of God is not just eternal life in the sweet by and by; the Kingdom of God’s active 
and current reign over heaven has begun on earth through Jesus’ ministry, and continues to the 
present time.  It is here, now. 

We respond by carrying out the values and standards of that Kingdom, which include getting rid 
of possessions, giving to the poor and making purses that contain ultimate, inexhaustible, 
heavenly treasure. Since God, in his own good pleasure, has already given us the Kingdom, we 
are called to be prepared for its fulfilment when Christ comes again. 



Being ready for Jesus’ coming is less about any actual time and place and more about recognizing 
Jesus’ activity in the world when and where you least expect it. In other words, waiting around 
for further instructions doesn’t cut it. Fearlessly claiming your identity as a child of God allows 
you to immediately participate in the Kingdom that it is your Father’s good pleasure to give to 
you. 

Christ calls you to let go of your fear, and accept the gift of the Kingdom of God, which it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give to you. Will you receive it? Will you accept this precious gift?  

Have no fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the Kingdom. Amen 
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