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August 2021  

    

505 N. Redington Street  Hanford, CA93230 

559-584-4075 (voice) 559-584-5438 (fax) 

office@fumchanford.org       www.fumchanford.org     Facebook: @HanfordFirstUMC 

Mission & Vision  
Statement 

 

We are a congregation 
United in God’s love 
that seeks to live as  

Jesus lived. Sharing the 
massage of Christ 

through community, 
compassion and faith. 

Committed people  
worshiping God,   

growing as disciples, 
and serving others 

through the gifts God 
has giving us. 

 
We seek to do this by 
connecting people to 

God, connecting people 
to people, and          

connecting people to 
service. 

 

People Need the Lord  

Jesus said, “Go and make disciples of all nations.” We at First 

United Methodist Church of Hanford know the importance of 

having a church family; a community of faith that nurtures us and challenges us 

and helps us to grow spiritually. We also know the value of having the opportunity 

to give of ourselves for others; to experience God through sharing God’s love for 

others through acts of service.  

There are many in our community who do not know what it is to have a church 

family to uphold them and to help them grow and serve. We may think that most 

people in our community are connected to a church, but studies show that more 

than half the people in our region of the country are unchurched.  

Many people do not know the basic stories of faith that we take for granted.  We 

have an opportunity and a calling to invite them into the community of faith. 

Studies have shown that inviting others to church is the most effective way for 

engaging people in a faith community.  

Advertising and evangelism programs are fine, but the majority of people who 

become involved in a church family came initially because someone they knew 

invited them. I have heard people say, “If they want to come to the church, they 

know where we are.” No, they don’t.  

A church that has been on the same street corner 

for as long as anyone has been alive is              

overlooked. It simply becomes part of the       

scenery and people don’t notice it. Simply        

depending on our impressive building to attract 

them will not do the job.  

Continued... 

about:blank
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Invite someone to church. It doesn’t have to be Sunday morning worship. You can invite them to Wednesday  

mornings Men’s Bible Study. You can invite them to the fourth Tuesday morning  Women’s group or  to a 

Small group. You can invite them Sunday Morning for Worship. Invite them to help out with one of our   

ministries/outreach programs. Even if they say, “No,” it will still be a success. They will recognize the name 

First United Methodist and know that it is the church they were invited to once and are welcome to visit.  

You may be paving the way for them to come to church at some other time. You may awaken in them the 

idea of attending church. Help others make contact with a faith community so that they can come to know 

God better and experience the fulfillment of growing in faith and serving God and their neighbors.  

“Be a Channel of God’s Grace”   Pastor Pablo 

Rose overflowing with ART JOY 

Like many of you, I am trying to do some new things in 2022.  After living 50 years on the coast in SLO 
County, I transplanted myself late in 2011.  As a florist with over thirty years’ experience, since being up-
rooted I missed creating floral expressions of love and gratitude so much that I continued volunteering 
mostly at Albert’s Florist in SLO so well known for all occasions, celebrating lives well lived. 

Before graduating from Cal Poly, SLO in 2001 with a BS in Recreation Administration, I got my Two Year 
Technical Certificate in Ornamental Horticulture, in 1985. As an award winning floral designer Cal Poly’s 
Student Chapter of American Institute of Floral Designers (SAIFD) sent me to two National Symposiums, 
where I won first place in flowers to wear and carry in San Antonio, TX. 

Over the years I have enjoyed helping others learn “The Art of Living Flowers” Ikebana, as it was taught to 
me, not by masters in Japan (as I had long dreamt of doing) but from God, after learning the basics from 
Meako Alvarado at Casa de Flores in Visalia and Bob Gordon at Cal Poly, 1981-1985.  While paying atten-
tion to what is available and what it will look like as it continues to grow I sometimes lose track of time, lost 
in the divine beauty of trying to help God by expressing love, which when 
it is received with gratitude, lasts forever. 

My spirits have been lifted as I imagined God’s delight Communion Sun-
day sharing so much with all of you here after a difficult June, and thanks 
to God for providing too many blessing to count including the Maple 
branches collected after that wind storm.  I brought the abundance of 
beautiful curves to KAC Floral Design Class and shared the process of fac-
ing and spacing them for a large scale display. So large that we had to 
stand back to see it.  Yet, nearly invisible here in our large Sanctuary. 
When you come closer you see more. Maybe that is the point, to pay 
attention and get closer to God and see more.              by Rose Shapley 
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My Mom Winnie & Dad H L Todd were Sweetheart's in January 1921 then married May 28,1921. I 
thank Jesus every day for my Loving Parents. They had 9 children, me being the 8th child. All my 
Siblings are deceased except Ann 84 in TX & Martha 80 in TX.  I thank Jesus every day for the fond 
memories of my childhood & Loving Mom & Dad & Siblings. I thank Jesus for the love of my life & 
High School Pal Ben Durham. We got engaged in May 1957 & married August 5, 1957 in Weather-
ford Texas. Ben worked for Higginbotham Lumber Co. as the Manager & Bookkeeper & I was a 
Homemaker. We started our family, #1 Son Ben Todd, 3 years later we  #2 Son Jeff Wesley.  
I Love Jesus for blessings us with 2 Special Sons. Ben got transferred to Higginbotham Lumber, 
Furniture & Hardware store in Brownwood TX.   

It was so exciting for all of us to move away, with a new life & an adventure ahead as well. We were there for 7 years, 
we as a family decided to move back home (Weatherford, TX) near our family. Ben went to work at DFW Airport as a 
Plain Clothes Police Officer & taught new hires how to write a report after the arrest. I was working at First State Bank 
Rio Vista, TX. Ben took Retirement from DFW Airport after 12 years. I thank Jesus for our great work life. After Ben's 
retirement. The Bank President & CEO asked him to work at the Bank as an Internal & External Investigator. He did so. I 
thanked Jesus for Ben's opportunity to go back to work after his early retirement. It was a challenge for all of us.  An-
other real Blessing from Jesus.  
Ben passed to be with Jesus 1 day before his 76th birthday. April 23rd he was ready to be with Jesus. In 2015 what an-
other blessing for both my Son Jeff & I to live together. Another blessing from Jesus. My son Todd & Daughter-In-Law 
Marie Ange & Grandog Marshmallow live close enough they can drive to visit with us in a few hours. I Pray to Jesus for 
a long & continued healthy life to be with my Children & Grandog Marshmallow.  GOD IS GOOD.  

By Mary Durham 

 Sunday School     

Thank you so much Sunday School Teachers for shining the light of Christ through  

you to show each child God loves them just as they are.  What a wonderful  

blessing you all are to our  Community.  

 

                                         This responsibility rests on all of us too, not just those who lead or teach Sunday school.  

We have a different way to involve the children on Sunday Morning Worship Service. We believe that in the 

worship service, all of God's people are gathered together. We want to honor the special needs of the chil-

dren by presenting a message that they can understand.  And  the space for them to have creatives way to 

express God’s Love through craft and activities that are happening during Worship in the same space as the 

adult.  
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Star Laundry has two big vents in the ceiling that blow cool air down on the front, back and 
sides.  But it was hot inside on Thursday July 21st with all those dryers running. 
 
We spent $233.95 at the July 21, 2022 Laundry Love.  But $10 of that was a donation from Luis 
Gutierrez, who had come to get his laundry done. Luis kept telling us what a blessing it was to 
have us doing this.  He went down to Big Lots and bought two new laundry baskets, but also a 
bag of ice, and a dozen bottles of water, and a Styrofoam ice chest.  He gave the volunteers all 
but his new baskets! 

We were also blessed to get to do laundry with Eddie, whom we remembered from before the pandemic.  He missed 
the food we no longer share during Laundry Love.  That change was because there’s no way to do that at Star Laun-
dry without sharing too many germs.  Eddie was disappointed, but took that in stride and said he was still thankful to 
get his laundry done. 
 

We have a wonderful group of volunteers. 
Carole Hester, Janice Alves, Patty Ferrell, Sue Hensel, Roy Randles, John Meadows, David Beeman, Pastor Pablo, Chris 
Payne Trinity Róvere.  So, in July, we had 19 sign-ins and they all got laundry done.  

 
Unless Jesus takes us all home before then, our next Laundry Love is planned for Thursday August 18th. 
 

Thank you so much to all the fantastic volunteers who help on July 19th, and Thank 

you to Renee True for taking over. Thank you Also for the water bottles donations. 

We appreciate your support in this ministry. Let’s continue to Love our Neighbors! 

Number of families serve  - 78                                                                        Mary Jane Gozun 

Next Food Distribution August 16th 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Jefferson School Update 

At First UMC of Hanford, loving our neighbor is a key formational 

belief. We have begun to turn our love outward, serving teachers, 

staff, students, and their families of Jefferson School. Our first steps 

have been taken! We prepared a fun welcome and appreciation bag 

for the teachers and staff, largely based on a poem written by our 

own, and my first and favorite principal, Roy Randles. After meeting 

with some of the Jefferson staff, it became quite clear that they  

really care about their students’ wellbeing as they asked for a      

variety of emotional support Fidget Poppers which we provided, 

and for emotional support books to read with the students. We purchased single copies of 19 books dealing 

with anxiety, anger, loneliness, death, divorce, being brave, bullying, autism, friendship, belief in self, uncon-

ditional love, and gratitude. We will provide multiple copies of the books they find appropriate for group 

reading. Our support of Jefferson School will continue in other ways as God guides us in loving our neighbors. 

We thank you for your donations and funds to help us on that journey! Also of note, Jefferson School gave us 

left behind and un-claimed jackets which we cleaned and forwarded on to a distribution site.                                                                                

             Jan Franke 
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TRUSTEES CORNER 

Buildings and Grounds Committee Report 

 

 

 

 

A sign has been mounted above the          
basketball hoop in the church parking lot. 
Many user groups who use the classrooms 
and enter the parking lot may not know that 
we are Methodists. The sign was previously 
the entry sign over the entry doors at the 
Laton United Methodist Church and was    
removed when the church was closed and 
the property sold.                      Jim Gregory 

 

Finance Update 

(Peggy Gregory) 

 

General Fund Budget Report as of June 30 

Amount Needed Each Month for Budget $13,210 

Amount Received in June $9,104 

Amount Spent in June $12,524 

Average Received Each Month Year-to-Date $10,637 

Average Spent Each Month Year-to-Date $13,114 

 Thank You, Volunteers 

Have you thought about what it takes to make a church function?  
We couldn’t do it if it weren’t for the volunteers. Volunteers on sound and Video. Volunteers  at the 
Church’s office. Volunteers who count money. Volunteers who serve on committees. Volunteers who lead 
ministry programs. Volunteers who take care of the Prayer Garden. Volunteers who arrange the altar.  
Volunteers who teach Sunday School and Bible Study. Volunteers who lead Small Groups. Volunteers who 
lead us in Worship. Volunteers who maintain and repair the yard and buildings and volunteers who sing in 
our praise team. The list can go on and on. 

In Mark 9:30-37, Jesus tells the disciples that those who serve are the ones who 
are following the path he has set forth. It’s not those who are powerful in the 
world, but those who are willing to do the mundane tasks of service. 
I just wanted to say thank you. Thank you to all who put on the mind of Christ, and 
humble themselves in service to others. It’s truly what makes church happen. 
Thank you for all you do to make First UMC of Hanford a place that serves others 
and works for change in the world. Thank you. What you do makes a difference. 
Grace and Peace to you, 

Rev. Pablo Róvere 

Grant Requests to Be Considered by MST on August 25 

The Ministry Support Team will be considering grant requests from groups in the church for special projects 
at its August 25 meeting at 6:00 pm The funds are made available from our Available Program Fund funded 
by generous gifts from former members that have been invested for special uses.   
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GUIDELINES FOR USHERS  Ushers are our front line ministers of welcome. Ushers serve as the hosts for 
worship. Your role as an usher is critically important to set the tone of welcoming in the congregation. As 
you serve in this ministry, keep these guidelines in mind. 

Remember To 

 Remain available to meet people as they enter the worship space and then assist them throughout the 
service. 

 Identify newcomers, ask their names, answer their questions and help them with items to make them 
comfortable. 

 Offer to escort people to restrooms, and other areas of the church they need to find. 

 Offer assistance with finding seats; ask members to make way for guests. 

 Assist with preparing the worship area and help keep it looking presentable. 

Try to Avoid 

 Leaving the entrances or the congregation completely unattended at any time before or during the 
service. 

 Hovering over newcomers or smothering them with too much attention and information. 
 Merely pointing people in the right direction and assuming they can get where they want to go in an 

unfamiliar building. 
 Asking newcomers to move once they have been seated. 
 Getting distracted with tasks and forgetting to interact with people. 

What does it mean to be a Methodist?           This Fall we will Study: “Methodist Identity” 

September 14th to November 2nd - 6:30 pm (Mary Lane Hall) 

An Eight week study  that describes the 18th-century Wesleyan  revival in    

England and the growth of Methodism throughout the world.  Each session 

has about a 30-minute video followed by discussion 

Ideal for both lifelong Methodists and those coming to Methodism from other     
traditions.   
 
Unit 1: John and Charles Wesley: The Early Years 
Unit 2: Methodist Beginnings: 1725-1737   
Unit 3: Aldersgate and Its Results: 1738 | Methodist  History: 1739-1744   
Unit 4: Early Methodist Revival: 1740-1760 | Methodism in Britain: 1760-
1791  
Unit 5: The Legacy of Charles Wesley   
Unit 6: American Methodism: 1740s-1760s | African  Methodism in Early Amer-
ica  
Unit 7: The Holiness Movement and Missions 
Unit 8: Methodism and Social Holiness 
  

Sign Up at the Bulletin board 

(For more information and/or questions reach out to Jim Gregory) 
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Upcoming Events 

Aug. 3rd: Pastor is coming back to the office. 
Aug. 5th: Welcoming to a New School Year to Jefferson School  
 Teachers and Staff. 
Aug. 7th: Sunday Worship Service & Communion- 9:30am 
Aug 9th ON tem (Outreach/Nurture Team) meeting 6:30pm 
Aug. 14th: Sunday Worship Service - 9:30am 
Aug. 16th: Food Distribution-9am to 11am (for volunteers-8am) 
Aug. 18th: Laundry Love-3pm to 7pm (for Volunteers- 2:30pm) 
Aug. 21st: Sunday Worship Service - 9:30am 
Aug. 23rd: Women’s Coffee Group 9:30am 
 (At McDonalds on Grangeville) 
Aug. 25th: MST (Ministry Support Team) meeting 6pm 
Aug 27: Filling of Cleaning Buckets 10:00 am Mary Lane Hall 
Aug. 28th Sunday Worship Service - 9:30am 
 Blessings of the “Karing 4 Kids” School Supplies. 
Sept 7th: Blood Drive 10am to 2:00 pm 
Sept 12th: First session of Women’s Bible Study 10:00am 
Sept 14th: First session of Methodist Identity Study 6:30pm 
Every Wednesday at 8am Men’s Bible Study (Mary Lane Hall) 

Fellowship - Coffee 

Hour 

 

Aug. 7th Rose Herman 

Aug. 14th Pollie Geissler 

Aug. 21st Mary Durham 

Aug. 28th Shoemakers 

 

Greeters 

 

Aug. 7th Butterways 

Aug. 14th    

Aug. 21st Mary Durham 

Aug. 28th Mary Durham 

 

Let us know if you want to sign up for 

Coffee Hour or to be a Greeter.  

Please sign up on the Bulletin Board or 

call the Office. 559- 584-4075 

Janice Alves   
August 11th 

 

Jeanette 

Keith  

August 13th    

Larry & Andrea McDonald  

Aug. 5th 

Frank & Bonnie Butterway  

Aug. 9th 

Women’s Bible Study to Start 

The new study called Encountering 
God will be on Mondays beginning 
September 12 from 10:00 am to 
Noon in Mary Lane Hall. There will 
be a video and discussion each 
week. Contact Carole Hester or the 
church office for more information. 
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Celebrate our confirmands as they become 

full members of First Hanford and The 

United Methodist Church.  

 

Congratulations!  Lily & Trinity 

Blood Drive #2 Coming Wednesday 
September 7th 10 am to 2 pm 

We had our first a Blood Drive at our church on 

Wednesday, May 4th. It was a success! 

When we give blood, we are offering apart of our lives 

to save the life of some-one else. Whether you have 

donated before or have never donated, please 

consider it.   

It is simple and safe. It helps so many people.  Thank 

you to each and every one of you who gave this 

precious gift.   

We partner with Central California Blood Center.      

It’s Time to Fill More Cleaning Buckets! 

One of our ongoing projects has been to provide 
buckets of cleaning supplies to needy families.  We 
have collected enough empty buckets from pool 
service companies and purchased enough supplies 
to fill 48 buckets. 

Saturday, August 27 at 10:00 am has been set for a 
filling assembly line. Come join us in Mary Lane 
Hall. 


