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growth in the 
grace of God and reach 

out with the love of  
Jesus Christ,

Called to be life-long learners  

As my kids and all kids in our community began last month the new 

school year, I thought I’d reflect on learning. We are called to be life-long learners. 

After all, faith is not a goal to be reached, not a destination at which we ever arrive, 

but a journey we take that lasts us our whole life. While there may be rest stops 

and detours along the way, for the most part, we are called to continue traveling 

that path, trusting that Christ walks with us along the way. This journey of faith in-

volves our whole self ("Love God with all your heart, your soul, your mind, and your 

strength").  

It involves worship, prayer, service, and witness as we seek to experience and live 

out our faith. But we are also called to seek an understanding of our faith, and that 

involves study. Whether we are young or old, we are called to be learners, to put 

our brains to use for better understanding God's word and God's will for us.  

We can learn in several different ways. One way we learn is for information. When 

we do this, we focus on facts. We explore into history and context, seeking to un-

derstand the author's objective and meaning. Learning for information is like a re-

search project in which we are discovering knowledge about God. I love this kind of 

learning, but it is not the primary way God calls us to be learners.  

The information we learn should lead to formation. That means the information is 

meant to take root in our hearts and help reshape us into followers of Christ. 

Learning for formation helps us understand right from wrong, seek purpose and 

meaning, and look for how God is at work in our lives. Learning this way allows the 

information we gather to form our thinking and acting. While this is an important 

step in the journey of faith, it's not the final one.  

The ultimate goal of learning is transformation. As the information forms us, we are 

changed from who we were to who God wants us to be. Paul says in Romans, "Do 

not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 

minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God-what is good and acceptable 

and perfect" (Romans 12: 2).     Continued….. 
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Through our learning, we are transformed as we grow from knowing about God to knowing and being known 

by God. Let’s keep our kids in our prayers this fall as they go about the task of learning but let’s also challenge 

ourselves to be the best students we can be! 

“Be a Channel of God’s Grace”   Pastor Pablo

 
Sky and I had our Holy Union (marriage was illegal) on 6/26/1990. We 
didn’t tell many people, not even family and some friends. We lived with 
caution and in fear: fear that we would lose our jobs, fear that our pastor 
would be defrocked just for performing our Holy Union, fear of being re-
jected by friends and family and other Methodist churches, fear of our 
lives (we had witnessed the beating death of a gay man).  
 
Sky died 10 years and 3 months ago of cancer. She would have been so 
happy about the 6/26/2015 Supreme Court ruling legalizing same-sex 
marriage under the 14th Amendment! I am happy, too, but I still live with 
caution and in fear - not all that much has really changed since 1990. Yes, 

some laws have changed, BUT, most of the things that caused us fear and pain back then still exist today! 
LGBTQ+ people continue to face real discrimination in all areas of life. Some states still fire us from jobs or 
refuse to hire us, mothers and fathers lose child custody, harassment of gay students and gay teachers is 
prominent, and we are banned from adopting and being foster parents. 
 
I know there is still so much more work to be done in society and in the church. I pray for love to prevail! 
A few months ago, my next-door neighbor of 29 years bought and put up a rainbow flag for the front of my 
house to surprise me. He told me that it represents who I am and I shouldn’t have to be afraid and that he 
would protect me!!! At Thanksgiving I had bought him a Retired Navy flag to replace his faded torn one 
that I felt bad about looking at on Veterans Day. We had a discussion then about me wanting to put up a 
rainbow flag, but that I was still a little afraid of doing it. Six weeks ago, he came over and said that he 
bought a new bracket for my flagpole because mine wasn’t holding up the flag high enough!! 
With the Supreme Court ruling on abortion, there is talk that Gay Civil Rights will also be challenged! So, 
progress is being reversed. Even our Methodist church on a global bases is splitting over the acceptance  of 
LGBTQ+ people! 
 
I could just lay down and let the world trample all over my rights to be me (as my neighbor told me and 
showed me to be). But now I am more determined to bury that fear and stand up for me and my LGBTQ+ 
community starting with our local church! I have never been treated badly here because I’m gay. 
 
  Continued….. 
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However, instead of asking me, there have been times where my pastors have been asked if I’m gay. I have 
heard statements, “I’m okay with gays, but I don’t want them married in my church!” And I have been outed 
(people telling others I am gay) without my permission.      
 
I and a few others from our church are now working with Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN) to learn 
how to educate our churches, assist our church in becoming a Reconciling Church, and build a bridge with 
our community. The slogan of the United Methodist Church is “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.” 
And yet, the UMC has let down a community of people who did nothing but love one another, as they voted 
to exclude us. I know God loves me, and it is far past time for God’s children to love the LGBTQ+ community 
as God commanded!!! 
 
Shalom, Jan Franke 

 Sunday School     

Thank you so much Sunday School Teachers for shining the light of Christ 

through  you to show each child God loves them just as they are.  What a 

wonderful blessing you all are to our  Community.  

 

 We have a different way to involve the children on Sunday Morning       

Worship Service. We believe that in the worship service, all of God's people 

are gathered together. We want to honor the special needs of the children 

by presenting a message that they can     understand. Please thank our faithful teachers Carole Hester, 

Janice Alves. Volunteers: Deborah Lewis, Andrea McDonald, Lily Boone, Fel Beland, Mary Jane Gozun. They 

have been so dedicated to working with our children . 
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Next Laundry Love  

Thursday  
September 15th. 

 

3pm to 7pm 
Where: Star 

Laundry – 

136 S 11th ave.  

Tuesday September 20th. 

9am-11am  

Walk through only 

First Come, First Serve 

505 N. Redington St, Hanford 

 

Jefferson School Update 

Jefferson Academy 
 
Acting on our key foundational belief in loving our neighbors, we continued our outreach to the community 
through our relationship with Jefferson Academy.  On Friday, Aug 5, a request for a small group  of church 
members was answered by Pastor Pablo, Mary Jane, Carole, and I to deliver our supplies to the teachers and 
staff.  We were greeted by Principal Javier Espindola and two janitors who helped us carry the 50 bags, 19 
books, and 40 fidgets poppers to the training room where the teachers and staff had just finished their 
“Active Shooter” training.  
 
You can imagine the heightened feelings on both sides when we entered the room wearing masks!  Our 
presence was a surprise!  Pablo did our introduction in Spanish since Jefferson is a bilingual school and all the 
teachers speak Spanish.  Once they were told who we were and what we had brought, huge smiles lit up and 
applause filled the room.  We handed each person a bag, and the books and fidgets were given to the school 
counselor.  Everybody was very appreciative, and some expressed their surprise that a church would care 
about them in such a display of support.  They wanted to take group pictures. 
 
It was a “feel good day”, even though our delivery took place on the muggiest day of the year!  When God 
calls you answer.                     Jan Franke 
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Buildings and Grounds Committee Report 

Solaguard Foam Systems installed the Urethane Foam Roofing on all the flat roofs except the Mary Lane Hall / Millie 

Kraft Lounge roof which already had been done several years ago. Work was completed August 30th. The one-inch-

thick foam membrane provide R7 insulation.  The roof coating has a 15-year warranty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Rudy Lobato’s construction crew removed the basketball backboard and support off the metal post.  

The metal backboard support has been rebuilt.  Once it is painted, it will be installed.   

 Rudy’s crew pulled the 100-foot-long CAT 6 cable, and a spare CAT 6 cable, inside a ¾ inch orange plas-

tic sleeve, from the sound system cabinet in back of the sanctuary to the back cabinet in the hallway, 

north of the stage, to near where the router is located.  This will improve our online connections and 

quality. 

 I stopped by Construction Designs on E. 4th Street.  Joe Hopkinson expressed a desire to work with us  

on the Founders Hall kitchen remodel.  His two colleagues showed up that same day to take measure-

ments of Founders Hall and Founders Hall kitchen.  The first draft of drawings should be available 

soon. 

Jim Gregory 

Finance Update 

(Peggy Gregory) 

 
General Fund Budget Report as of July 31 

Amount Needed Each Month for Budget $13,210 

Amount Received in July $12,437 

Amount Spent in July $10,226 

Average Received Each Month Year-to-Date $11,132 

Average Spent Each Month Year-to-Date $12,693 

Current Deficit Year-to-Date $-10,927 
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What does it mean to be a Methodist?    This Fall we will Study: “Methodist Identity” 

September 14th to November 2nd - 6:30 pm (Mary Lane Hall) 

An Eight weeks study that describes the 18th-century Wesleyan  revival in 

England and the growth of Methodism throughout the world .A video fol-

lowed by discussion each week. Ideal for both lifelong Methodists and 

those coming to Methodism from other traditions. 

 

Unit 1: John and Charles Wesley: The Early Years 
Unit 2: Methodist Beginnings: 1725-1737   
Unit 3: Aldersgate and Its Results: 1738 | Methodist  History: 1739-1744   
Unit 4: Early Methodist Revival: 1740-1760 | Methodism  in Britain: 1760-1791  
Unit 5: The Legacy of Charles Wesley   
Unit 6: American Methodism: 1740s-1760s | African  Methodism in Early 
America  
Unit 7: The Holiness Movement and Missions 
Unit 8: Methodism and Social Holiness 
 

Sign Up at the Bulletin board 

(For more information and/or questions reach out to Jim Gregory) 

A word of thanks   
 
The AA groups don't use last names, but 
they do use rooms here at church. 
 
When we receive the Treasurer's reports we 
are reminded they pay a fee each month to 
cover air-conditioning, heating and cooling. 
 
Tuesday, Jim Gregory was approached by 
Chris from one of the AA groups.  Chris 
wanted the congregation know how much it 
meant to the AA participants to have the two 
rooms available to use.   
 
He said they often have to talk about deeply 
personal things, things that you couldn't talk 
about in a restaurant or even in a park. He 
called these rooms here at the church a safe 
space.  And he just wanted to say thanks. 
 

David Beeman 
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Let us know if you want to sign up for Coffee 

Hour or to be a Greeter.  

Please sign up on the Bulletin Board or call 

the Office. 559- 584-4075 

Fellowship - Coffee Hour 

Sep. 4th -  Bob & Pollie Geissler 

Sep. 11th  - 

Sep 18th- Mary Durham 

Sep. 25th -  

 

Greeters 

Sep. 4th - 

Sep. 11th   Mary Durham 

Sep 18th-  

Sep. 25th -  

Bob & Pollie Geissler 

September 8th 

Bonnie Butterway 
September 2nd  

 

Jake Gozun 

September 4th 
 

Glen Lenox 

September 28th 
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Upcoming Events 

Sep. 7th: Blood Drive 10am to 2pm 
Sep. 12th: Women’s Bible Study Begins 10am to 2pm 
Sep. 13th ON tem (Outreach/Nurture Team) meeting 6:30pm 
Sept 14th: First session of Methodist Identity Study 6:30pm 
Sep. 15th: Laundry Love 3pm to 7pm (for Volunteers- 2:30pm) 
Sep. 20th: Food Distribution-9am to 11am (for volunteers-8am) 
Sep. 22nd: MST (Ministry Support Team) meeting 6pm 
Sep. 27th to 30th Pastor Pablo is at Board of Ordained Ministry  Retreat. 
 
Every Sunday at 9:30 am. Worship and Sunday School for Children 
Every Wednesday at 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Mary Lane Hall) 

Women’s Bible Study to Start 

The new study called Encountering God will be on Mondays beginning September 12 from 

10:00 am to Noon in Mary Lane Hall. There will be a video and discussion each week. Con-

tact Carole Hester or the church office for more information. 

48 Cleaning Buckets Filled! 

Twelve highly efficient and speedy volunteers 

filled 48 buckets of cleaning supplies on August 

27. They will be donated to Kings Community 

Action Organization for distribution to families 

in need. 


