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A Meaningful Season  
As November has arrived, we think of it as the beginning of 

the busy season, right? We often say it is the busy season at 

church because of the many activities. At home, we are busy 
with preparing food, hosting family gatherings, wrapping gifts, 

and decorating as we prepare for the holidays.  

When people ask, “How are you doing?” we often reply, “I'm so busy!” This year, 

as we look forward to the holiday season, I want to challenge us – including myself 
– to stop thinking about this being a busy season but, rather, a meaningful season. 

Because, truly, everything that we are doing is very meaningful. For example, when 

we prepare a meal for family and friends, we are offering hospitality and           
demonstrating love and care through a delicious meal. Gathering around the table 

has always been a faith-filled tradition. Just as Christ gathered with his followers 

and broke bread with them, so we, also, break bread with our family and friends.  

And, like Christians throughout the centuries, we pause before the meal to give 
thanks to God for our many blessings. Eating together is truly a meaningful activity. 

Similarly, when we select a gift for someone special or make a donation to a worthy 

charity, we are expressing Christian generosity. As we wrap the gifts, we think 
about the recipient, blessing them with our thoughtfulness and our hope-filled      

desires for them to enjoy the gift that we offer.  

When we talk about preparing for the holidays, we are, in many ways, preparing for 
the arrival of the Christ child in our lives. This is a truly meaningful spiritual     

practice. We are looking forward to the birth of our Savior! God incarnate! What 

could possibly be more meaningful than that? As we decorate our homes, and put         
ornaments on the tree, every action is a step closer to the arrival of the Christ child 

on Christmas morning. So, in the coming weeks, I encourage us to drop the word 

“busy” from our vocabulary. Instead, let's talk about this “meaningful season” that 
lies ahead of us.  

For truly this is a season that can transform our lives, bring joy to others, and deep-

en our relationship with God. May God be with you and bless you during this 

meaningful season! 

Pastor Pablo. 

Mission & Vision  
Statement 

 

We are a congregation 
United in God’s love that 

seeks to live as  Jesus 
lived. Sharing the  

message of Christ through 
community, compassion 

and faith. Committed  
people  worshiping God,   
growing as disciples, and 
serving others through the 
gifts God has giving us. 

 
We seek growth in the 

grace of God and reach 
out with the love of  

Jesus Christ, by  
connecting people to God, 

connecting people to  
people, and connecting 

people to service. 

505 N. Redington Street  Hanford, CA93230 
559-584-4075 (voice) 559-584-5438 (fax) 

 
office@fumchanford.org       www.fumchanford.org     Facebook: @HanfordFirstUMC 

November 2022 

New Worship Time Starts 
November 6 - 11:00 am  
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2022 Advent Bible Study 
 

Four Wednesdays, starting November 30th at 6pm 
 
Advent is a season of waiting and preparation for 
Jesus’ birth at Christmas. 
 
The stories we read in Advent are stories of hard 
times. Jesus was born amid upheaval and historical 
change and among people who seemed powerless. But 

when the world feels hopeless, Advent reminds us – God is with us. God is with us in chaos, 
and in suffering. God is with us in uncertainty, and in whatever our family endures.  
 
This Advent, we are going to study the themes that shape Advent. Each week is centered on 
that theme, and each week we light one of the candles:  
 
Hope ⎯The Prophets' Candle  (Nov. 30th) 
Faith (Love) ⎯The Bethlehem Candle (Dec. 7th) 
Joy ⎯The Shepherds’ Candle  (Dec.14th) 
Peace ⎯The Angels' Candle  (Dec. 21st) 
 
These are the words that help shape our idea of the Advent Season and the anticipation of 

Christmas. 

Jo in  u s  on No vember  20th,  r ig ht     
a fter  Worship,  as  Ad vent  approa ches,  
to  celebrate th e timel ess  t radition of  

“  The  Hanging  of  th e Green s.”  
We wi l l  de co rat e  t he  sanct u a ry  and  t he  

Ch ri s t m as  T ree  t og et he r.  A l l  h ands  
needed .  

 
Yo u kno w t ha t  t he  de co r a t io ns  a r o u nd  t he  c hur c h a r e  muc h mo r e  t ha n ju s t  
p r e t t y o r na me nt a t io n.   
 
Each  ha s  a  spec ia l  mean i ng  d i rect ing  us  t owa rd s  Ch ri s t :  
  Gr ee ner y,  inc lu d ing  t he  C hr is t ma s  t r ee  is  a s so c ia t ed  w it h e ver la s t ing  

l i fe .  
  Wr eat hs  a r e  c i r c le s  t ha t  s ymbo l iz e  e t e r n i t y  –  t he y ha ve  no  be g inn ing  o r  

e nd .    
  T he  b lue  a lt a r  c lo t hs  a nd  s t o le  wo r n b y  t he  pa s t o r  s ig n i f y ho pe .  
  T he  fo ur  ca nd le s  c i r c l ing  t he  Ad ve nt  wr ea t h r ep r e se nt  t he  fo u r  Su nd a ys  

in  Ad ve nt :  ( 1 )  Ho pe ,  ( 2 )  Lo ve ,  ( 3 )  Jo y and  ( 4 )  Pea ce .   T he  ce nt e r  c a nd le ,  
t he  C hr is t  c a nd le ,  i s  l it  o n C hr is t ma s  E ve .   As  o ne  c h i ld  e xp la ine d ,  
“T ha t ’ s  J esu s ’  b ir t hda y ca nd le .   Yo u  ca n’ t  l ig ht  it  u nt i l  it ’ s  H is  
b ir t hda y. ”  

 

We wi l l  prov ide  lunch.  Yum!  
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      Laundry Love  
Thursday  

November 17th. 
 

3pm to 7pm 
Where: Star Laundry 

136 S 11th Ave.  
Hanford 

(near Big Lots) 
 

Tuesday November 15th. 
9am-11am 

Food Distribution in our church courtyard & 
Our one Year Anniversary 

Celebration with donuts and 
coffee for all! 

Volunteers 

Appreciated 
Volunteers 

Appreciated 

SALVATION ARMY KETTLE 

Our church has volunteered to ring the 

bell and staff the collection kettle for 

the Salvation Army in front of the Post 

Office from 8:30 to 4:30 on Friday 

December 2nd.  Volunteers are needed 

for one-hour shifts.   

See Jim Gregory for times available to 

staff the kettle. Volunteers 

Needed 

Our church is a collection point for 

unwrapped toys, to be distributed by the 
U.S. Marine Corps for their annual Toys for 

Tots campaign for this Christmas.  The toys 

are picked up at the end of November and 
distributed to needy youth in the 

community in December.  Please bring 

unwrapped toys and put them in the 
collection boxes in the hallway and in Mary 

Lane Hall. 

 
Foster Children for Christmas 

 
Standby for more information on how we can help Foster Children this Christmas.  For 
now, you could start looking for fuzzy socks for children and teenagers,  
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News from Jefferson School 

You may recall that we “adopted” Jefferson School this year.  Our goal is to 
support the staff and students at the school in our neighborhood.  In August we 
welcomed the staff back to school with gift bags.  We also provide books and 
fidgets for use by the school counselor, Anel Avalos . Here is a recent email 
from her: 

"Thank you so much for checking in! The books and fidgets are 
wonderful and have been so helpful when meeting with students. We 
would love more books! I have included a list below (one copy of each 
would be great). Thank you so much! We could definitely use more 

fidgets like soft stress balls and bubbles. Thank you so much!”  

We have purchased the 10 books and fidgets she requested to help the students. What a meaningful outreach 
and connection our church has made with Jefferson Academy!  It is just one of the ways your 
monetary donations help our church's goals in answer to our mission statement to reach out to the 
community.  Thank you for "being the church" and continuing your support. 

In November we plan to provide snacks for the teachers during parent conference week. 

This generosity is made possible by the church’s Available Program Grant Fund and generous donations by 
individuals. 

Jan Franke 

Blood Drive At Our Church 
Wednesday, November 2  
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Buildings and Grounds Task Force 
A sample of the popcorn ceiling of the upstairs Boy Scout NW classroom analysis report showed that asbestos 
was not detected in the sample. 
 
Waiting for a call back from two different plumbers to replace the sink in the bathroom east of the pastor’s 
office. 
 
We are still waiting for a quote from San Joaquin Pest Control to fumigate the sanctuary building. Inspector 
said Founders Hall would also have to be tented, because the buildings are connected with an overhead 
breezeway.  The crane company will have to get a permit from the City of Hanford to close the street. 
A building contractor has looked at the drawing and re-measured the Founders Hall kitchen 
   
A used plastic body evaporative cooler to replace the one near the entrance door of Founders Hall was 
purchased off of Craig’s List.  The existing cooler is rusted and needs to be replaced by next spring.  
 
A lift was rented from Millers Rental Land and the Chinese pistache tree branches overhanging on the east 
side of the sanctuary were pruned.         Jim Gregory 

Finance Update 
(Peggy Gregory) 

 

General Fund Budget Report as of October 31 

Amount Needed Each Month for Budget $13,210 

Amount Received in October $13,040 

Amount Spent in October $12,754 

Average Received Each Month Year-to-Date $11,066 

Average Spent Each Month Year-to-Date $12,886 

Current Deficit Year-to-Date $-16,198 
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Upcoming Events 
Nov. 2nd Blood Drive 9 am -Noon 
Nov 6th NEW WORSHIP TIME 11:00 AM 
Nov. 8th ON team (Outreach/Nurture Team) meeting 6:30pm 
Nov. 15th Food Distribution-9am to 11am (for volunteers-8am) 
Nov 17th Laundry Love 3pm to 7pm (for Volunteers- 2:30pm) 
Nov. 20th Hanging of the Greens (After Worship) Includes Free Lunch! 
Nov. 24th Happy Thanksgiving (Office Closed) 
Nov. 25th Office Closed 
Nov. 27th First Sunday of Advent (Candle of Hope) 
Nov. 29th MST (Ministry Support Team) meeting 6pm 
Nov. 30th Advent Bible Study 6pm 
 
Every Sunday at 11:00 am. Worship and Sunday School for Children 
Every Wednesday at 8 am Men’s Bible Study (Mary Lane Hall) 

 
 

If you are 
willing to host 
Coffee Hour 

or be a 
Greeter,  

please sign up 
on the Bulletin 

Board in the 
hallway or call 

the Office.  
559-584-4075 

 
Helpful hints 
and ideas are 

available. 

Fellowship - Coffee Hour 
Nov 6th Rose Herman 
Nov 13th Food Distribution Team 
Nov 20th Beland/Gozun 
Nov 27th Sunday School 

Greeters 
Nov 6th Jan Franke 
Nov 13th Mary Durham 
Nov 20th Gregorys 
Nov 27th  

 

November 5 Vicki Beeman 70th! 

November 9 Diana Boone 

November 10 Mary Durham 

November 13 Tom Ross 

November 17 Steve Noel 

If we have missed 
your birthday or 

anniversary, 
please let us 

know so we can 
update our 

records. 


