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First Sunday after Christmas 

Order of Worship 
Sunday, December 31st, 2023|11am 
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(If you are visiting, thank you for choosing First United Methodist Church today. Please take a minute to complete a 
Contact/Prayer Card located in the pew racks. Place the card into the collection plates anytime during worship.) 

Our Vision for First UMC is to share the message of Christ through community, compassion and faith.  
So we exist to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. 

 

Announcements:    

Centering Time - Prepare Your Heart for Worship  

 

Responsive Call to Worship 

A new day has dawned, a new year begun 
O Lord, call us so we may hear Your voice 

The world turns to hopes and dreams of the future 
O Lord, keep us in Your ways and on Your path 

We enter this new year with hope and excitement 
O Lord, remind us that You lead us 

O Lord, guide us as [we] look to You and worship You. Amen. 
 
Hymn                                                    " Oh come oh come Emmanuel” # 211 (1-4) 
 

 

Opening Prayer 

God of hope and light, your good news has been emblazoned across the skies, the great starry night of Jesus’ 
birth, sung by angels, celebrated by shepherds, witnessed by animals. You have given to us a new chance, a 
reminder of your continual love for us. Be with us in this worship, we pray. Guide our thoughts, our lives, our 

spirits. Heal and restore us. For we ask this in Jesus’ Name. AMEN. 

Hymn                                                  “in the bleak midwinter” # 221 

                 

Passing of the Peace                     Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.  
                                                                   The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
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Hymn                                                   “We three Kings” # 254 
 

Scripture readings                                            Luke 2: 22-40 (NIV) 

 

Children Moment                            “Where Children Belong” # 2233                                                         

 

Message                                                          “The Christ Child is here!”     

               

Hymn                                                 “Oh come all ye faithful” #234 (1-4) 
 
 
WORSHIP WITH TITHES AND OFFERINGS   
 
Doxology # 94 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
Praise God, all creatures here below: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 

Praise Jesus Christ, whose power up-lift! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Prayer of Dedication 
 
Lord of Peace and Hope, we thankfully give these generous gifts as an expression of all that you have given us.  
As the prophets foretold, your son was born for the redemption of our sins.  We humbly acknowledge that of 
all the gifts we have received, your gift of a babe in a manger, is the one that truly matters.  We prayerfully ask 
you to increase our ability to help others discover anew the best Christmas message ever, the promise of 
salvation through Jesus Christ.  In His name, we pray.  Amen.  

 
Closing Hymn                                                       “Go tell it on the Mountain” # 251  

 
Benediction       

  
 


